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Thirukkural - Significance as a Secular Literature
Sfanyd. sLej6dr aumpssl
Chapter:The Praise of God
English Couplet 1:
A, as its first of letters, every speech maintains;
The "Primal Deity" is first through all the world's domains
Couplet Explanation:
As the letter A is the first of all letters, so the eternal God is first in the world

@mer 1:
ST PS5V aTWPS5CFDMD S
usaer WsHCY o 0EG.
(P-UTSTTFeN NS sLd:
T(WPSHFHSSE TODMD HYETHMS qliLenL_wng Cl&menriq (Hé & 6rm eur.
FCUTR 2 s sSLajemer gLl wng 6l&meriy.(h& S ng).

English Couplet 2:
No fruit have men of all their studied lore,
Save they the 'Purely Wise One's' feet adore
Couplet Explanation:
What Profit have those derived from learning, who worship not the good feet of
Him who is possessed of pure knowledge?
@mer 2:
sHPSTed Qw Lwllerenblamed eumebleusir
Boprer QsmETF eraflel.
(p.eurgrrsen ellerdsLd:
s ey eugeurs eleamm@L QanpeaugemLuwl Boe FHhHelgSenar
Qsmprwd @@muurprearme, euf sHn soellullarmed < &lw Lwer eTemen?.

English Couplet 3:
His feet, 'Who o'er the full-blown flower hath past,' who gain
In bliss long time shall dwell above this earthly plain
Couplet Explanation:
They who are united to the glorious feet of Him who passes swiftly over the
flower of the mind, shall flourish long above all worlds
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@per 3:
wofllens gHermer wrewry. CFFHSTHF
feollens F@eump eumy.
WP.urgrrses eNler&SLb:
Sarufler yswrdw woflo SHNHEGL S_eefllear Hpps Hmeuysaner
QurmpS Henensflerpeuy, Qe 2 owdled Henwdg eumpeury.

English Couplet 4:
His foot, "Whom want affects not, irks not grief,’ who gain
Shall not, through every time, of any woes complain
Couplet Explanation:
To those who meditate the feet of Him who is void of desire or aversion, evil
shall never come
@mer 4:
Cauarhser Ceaueanm_reny Qonrerg CFFHSTISS
wrerGw @Hwenu Sev.
(P-ursTTFen ellen&sLd:
&l (m LY CleumitiL Qaoerg &L_a|afl e &\ (mauig sener Qummb S
HenensflanpeuisE erlCurgid ereueilsSHed gerud Qeenc.

English Couplet 5:
The men, who on the 'King's' true praised delight to dwell,
Affects not them the fruit of deeds done ill or well
Couplet Explanation:
The two-fold deeds that spring from darkness shall not adhere to those who
delight in the true praise of God
G@mer 5:
BmerCsr Qelenemuyd CHyr Qenmeueir
QurmerCay yswLUABSTT LI @.
P.urgrrEel eNleT&SLD:
sLaafler o awenwl Yaep &AL ey  QeasgiSlermeuflid
Sflwrenwwred eleneryd Qmeuans allenaryyd Cajeuddeame.
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English Couplet 6:

Long live they blest, who 've stood in path from falsehood freed;

His, 'Who quenched lusts that from the sense-gates five proceed’
Couplet Explanation:
Those shall long proposer who abide in the faultless way of Him who has
destroyed the five desires of the senses
@mer 6:

Qumrhlaumie ghseissrenr QUIUST @RUss

Cphferpry BReuryp eumy.
P-ursyrFen ellen&sLd:
oweurf  amnbors KWpsagL Calmssamar elss QeapeugenL W
Qumiwpy @wsds QpMule Hlamed, Hlame QuUDID Boarpsams eumpalr.

English Couplet 7:
Unless His foot, 'to Whom none can compare,’ men gain,
'Tis hard for mind to find relief from anxious pain
Couplet Explanation:
Anxiety of mind cannot be removed, except from those who are united to the
feet of Him who is incomparable
@mer 7:
samsGaeny @Qoongner FTTCFIHSTTS Sdamed
er&ESaena LIHHd fiF.
P-ursrrFen eller&sLd:

SEG @ULL Qoery sooag@ealw SHrmeagsaer QurmbH
Henensflenmeuy HOOMDE®, WHMEIFEHEG DETSSeUMEn THH (PG WTg.

English Couplet 8:
Unless His feet 'the Sea of Good, the Fair and Bountiful,’ men gain,
"Tis hard the further bank of being's changeful sea to attain
Couplet Explanation:
None can swim the sea of vice, but those who are united to the feet of that

gracious Being who is a sea of virtue
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@mer 8:
Spanfl pserenr FTTCFTHSTTS &emed
dpamd fHsed 2ifig.
WP.urgrrses eNler&SLb:
SnssLrs aam@d sLejeaflenr Smeugsanerts QuTmbS Hlen e Seirmeury
Soemoe, wHpeuF QurmEsL Qearuwwbrdu WHD SLOsMmas SL&5

(Plgwng.

English Couplet 9:
Before His foot, 'the Eight-fold Excellence,’ with unbent head,
Who stands, like palsied sense, is to all living functions dead
Couplet Explanation:
The head that worships not the feet of Him who is possessed of eight attributes,
is as useless as a sense without the power of sensation
@mer 9:
Carefled Qumrdlulier @ewriSlooGeu eretr (S 6mrS S me
STEMET GUATRISTS &6ene.
(P-ursTTFen ellen&sLd:
Calamsbsel, uUTf&ans Sam GUTETD 6TET GMHISMET 2 6Nl W &L 66l 6r
HHeugSener cUaTRISTSeUfl6N HMOSET LILIGTDHDEHEUSETTLD.

English Couplet 10:
They swim the sea of births, the 'Monarch's' foot who gain;
None others reach the shore of being's mighty main
Couplet Explanation:
None can swim the great sea of births but those who are united to the feet of
God
&@mer 10:
Wpeill QumprisL_e Fhgeur BHary
Qenpeuss u.Cerr Hmy.
(P-ursTTFen ellen&sLd:
QepaaenLw SHmeaugsamer QurmpbSH HemensHearpeuy Apelwrdw
QUi sLeME SL&ES (PigWd. LHDIT SL&ES (PlgWng.
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IFsnyw: eurenfApLiy
Chapter: The Blessing of Rain

English Couplet 11:

The world its course maintains through life that rain unfailing gives;

Thus rain is known the true ambrosial food of all that lives
Couplet Explanation:
By the continuance of rain, the world is preserved in existence; it is therefore
worthy to be called ambrosia.
@mer 11:

auneifleny) 2 awb euprdl aumPemed

ST OPSLD eremenTrH LMD
. urgrrsel eNler&SLbd:
wenp QUL 2 &b @IPHE eIHEISTH, LEWWTES 2 0&55F 6uUTIHLD
2 NFEEHEEG SOPHLD eTatm 2 amTSH5EEHMGLD.

English Couplet 12:
The rain makes pleasant food for eaters rise;
As food itself, thirst-quenching draught supplies
Couplet Explanation:
Rain produces good food, and is itself food.
Gmer 12:
FUUMFEES FLuTw FUunrsdd FLUUTTESS
SlLumu Sre.b wenLp.
P.urgrrEes eNlerdsLb:
2 MUMTEGS 555 oeamejl Ourmearsener ollenereilsssd SmauGan@,
UHGCUTTSEGS STEID @F 2 areurs Q@HLILG LDLPWTGLD.

English Couplet 13:

If clouds, that promised rain, deceive, and in the sky remain,

Famine, sore torment, stalks o'er earth's vast ocean-girdled plain
Couplet Explanation:
If the cloud, withholding rain, deceive (our hopes) hunger will long distress the

sea-girt spacious world.
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&@per 13:
Mear@erm QumuLier ST Nwenassz
e orflery 2L Hmd L.
WP.urgrrses eNler&SLb:
wenlp GQuUUWILed QUIUUELTET®D, SO HPHS SN 2 ELIS

Qb LS 2 aCear Hleanawsg Herm o ulfsener 6umHSFHIwb.

English Couplet 14:
If clouds their wealth of waters fail on earth to pour,
The ploughers plough with oxen's sturdy team no more
Couplet Explanation:
If the abundance of wealth imparting rain diminish, the labour of the plough
must cease.
@mer 14:
gflen 2 PrYF o pauf Ljwerengyild
anfl euearhiGenhlé Sme.
P-ursrrFen ellen&sLd:
e ETerad eI@Heuml euerd @Genhl el Lnme, ( eawmeyls Qummersemer
2 GTLM&EGW) 2 e gf Casrar®h 2 pwrlLmy.

English Couplet 15:
"Tis rain works all: it ruin spreads, then timely aid supplies;
As, in the happy days before, it bids the ruined rise
Couplet Explanation:
Rain by its absence ruins men; and by its existence restores them to fortune
@mer 15:
Cs@uugmeb CQaELLIféagsF Friaumuwp prrCs
THLLUGTRD GTOQMD LML,
p.ursrrseln eNler&sLb:
CQuuwmwed eampmeasd CsHéEs g W, WWWPUIGEIL® 66T
Qs () Qprhsauis@L Genamwrl eauarGn &r1éEs UOOFID LEMPUITGLD.
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English Couplet 16:
If from the clouds no drops of rain are shed
"Tis rare to see green herb lift up its head
Couplet Explanation:
If no drop falls from the clouds, not even the green blade of grass will be seen
&@mer 16:
s 9er geflelflenr womodwpn prECs
L&D FmasTary flgl.
(P.urgTrFel eNleT&SLD:
curen g $led (m1H g enLp & g afl eSLpH & med S| DTG, 2 &5 H
@rflejuirrdlu USDLON 6 SN SHTer (Pl imF).

English Couplet 17:
If clouds restrain their gifts and grant no rain,
The treasures fail in ocean's wide domain
Couplet Explanation:
Even the wealth of the wide sea will be diminished, if the cloud that has drawn
(its waters) up gives them not back again (in rain)
@per 17:
QprsLI Feanpiend Genpd B0 M6
SrenpoET Snél eflig .
P-ursIrFen ellenSsLd:
Cusd sLANBHH Beords Qamawh Ssal_sHCoCw  QuUUIWITDED
@wreammed, Quflu sLIb Fer euerd GemHL GUmELb.

English Couplet 18:
If heaven grow dry, with feast and offering never more,
Will men on earth the heavenly ones adore
Couplet Explanation:
If the heaven dry up, neither yearly festivals, nor daily worship will be offered in
this world, to the celestials
@per 18:
ApLiIGur@® WFemen GFdeNZ eumermd
ap&GCLe aurGamis@d Fer@.
(p.-urgrrseln eNlerdSLbd:

Manidhanaeyam Free IAS Academy

www.mntfreeias.com TNPSC Group - IV & VAO Exam Study Material


http://www.mntfreeias.com/

MANIDHANAEYAM FREE IAS ACADEMY - TNPSC GROUP - IV & VAO EXAM
UNIT - VIII - HISTORY, CULTURE, HERITAGE & SOCIO ~POLITICAL MOVEMENTS IN TAMIL NADU
werlp GQuuwmwed Cur@reamd Qeaassde urCamisasns BHenLGlLmLD

Hmaellpred penLCuprg; Brear eaulurGn BenLGCuprs.

English Couplet 19:
If heaven its watery treasures ceases to dispense,
Through the wide world cease gifts, and deeds of 'penitence’
Couplet Explanation:
If rain fall not, penance and alms-deeds will not dwell within this spacious world
&mer 19:
Semd Saub@rarhL SEsT efwereab
aunemd auPrsT 6\ e.
P.urgrrEel eNlen&SLD:
wenp OGQuuweldmeowreamm®, Qs Ouflu 2 wssded GpF CurmHLE
Qe greru, s Gur@BLE CQFuwbd Seuepb Qdenwr@Ld.

English Couplet 20:
When water fails, functions of nature cease, you say;
Thus when rain fails, no men can walk in 'duty's ordered way'
Couplet Explanation:
If it be said that the duties of life cannot be discharged by any person without
water, so without rain there cannot be the flowing of water
@mer 20:
Bi@erm gemwwrg 2 wCseaflenr wriwumysELb
ureT@eim MOWTE R(PES.
.- urSTrFerellend &Ld:
erlugliul L aufs@n Bf Qoomnd 208 aumpsansd Bl QuUpTg erearnmd,
wenp Qaoemeureamd @UWssww Haebuprod CurgL.
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sy : By Qu@meno
Chapter:The Greatness of Ascetics

English Couplet 21:

The settled rule of every code requires, as highest good,

Their greatness who, renouncing all, true to their rule have stood
Couplet Explanation:
The end and aim of all treatise is to extol beyond all other excellence, the
greatness of those who, while abiding in the rule of conduct peculiar to their
state, have abandoned all desire.
@mer 21:

pwssss Bismy Qu@es efilusg)

Cauanmr@w ueiausd Ziemflay.
p.eurgrrsen eNler&SLD:
RWsss5Hed Hamwsgy Herm upm ol Leufsefler CQUmenweaws SApHssTs
Curpil sameuCs mroseflen genflourgLb.

English Couplet 22:
As counting those that from the earth have passed away,
"Tis vain attempt the might of holy men to say
Couplet Explanation:
To describe the measure of the greatness of those who have forsaken the two-
fold desires, is like counting the dead.
@per 22:
SInHSTF CU@men FGenemrssadlenr eneuwSg
@opsreny crawenilECETeT LHol.
(p.urgrrEel eNler&SLd:
upmssenerd Fphseafseailen CUEmMLENW BaTHE FomFH®, 25550
Qgaueny GpBgH QoHsauisaner SawsSHeuamsliGCUTETDS.

English Couplet 23:
Their greatness earth transcends, who, way of both worlds weighed,
In this world take their stand, in virtue's robe arrayed
Couplet Explanation:
The greatness of those who have discovered the properties of both states of

being, and renounced the world, shines forth on earth (beyond all others).
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@per 23:

Qmen aumasfhg FTGSIOLD L, my

Qumpen Vprfpn 2 &G.
WP.urgrrses eNler&SLb:
Woly &i@ ereruenr Cued QreamgramLns o detencusaflen FomLmbaEemen
AITUHSHHS Sy CopOsramr_euflar GQuU@maLEW 2 &555d
> WibBS.

English Couplet 24:
He, who with firmness, curb the five restrains,
Is seed for soil of yonder happy plains
Couplet Explanation:
He who guides his five senses by the hook of wisdom will be a seed in the world
of heaven.
Gmer 24:
e rOenenrgd Comiigwner @enrhgid SmLLTen
arCearergd evaulINHCany 61553
P-uTSTTFeN ellenSsLd:
ofle] erenmepid Smelullenmed gwGUrdsarTHw wremearsamer L &5 &T1&68
cuaaeuer, Goorear ailign@ elleng Gumermauie.

English Couplet 25:
Their might who have destroyed 'the five', shall soothly tell
Indra, the lord of those in heaven's wide realms that dwell
Couplet Explanation:
Indra, the king of the inhabitants of the spacious heaven, is himself, a sufficient
proof of the strength of him who has subdued his five senses.
&mer 25:
phselSsTen PP Fdel&HDL errFCETLOTEN
Qi SHrCenr snrqm S
P.urgrrsel eNler&sLbd:
®BHS HRMESATOTGLD Y mssamar  QSSuUMDLL  UDRMDES,
anrgiosssrilar samaaardu QbHrCear Curgwrer FTemm o, euTen.

Manidhanaeyam Free IAS Academy

www.mntfreeias.com TNPSC Group - IV & VAO Exam Study Material


http://www.mntfreeias.com/

MANIDHANAEYAM FREE IAS ACADEMY - TNPSC GROUP -1V & VAO EXAM
UNIT - VIII - HISTORY, CULTURE, HERITAGE & SOCIO -POLITICAL MOVEMENTS IN TAMIL NADU

English Couplet 26:
Things hard in the doing will great men do;
Things hard in the doing the mean eschew
Couplet Explanation:
The great will do those things which is difficult to be done; but the mean cannot
do them
&@mer 26:
Qewupsflu QFweury Quluy Adwiy
Qrwupsfiu QFuser Fry.
(P.urgTrFel eNleT&SLD:
Qelieusn@ S@mevwwrer Qewdsamer OGsuw adauGr QuUAGwTE.
Cewieusn® flwu Qswasamers GQewwwrlLrseuy SAfCGwmy.

English Couplet 27:
Taste, light, touch, sound, and smell: who knows the way
Of all the five, - the world submissive owns his sway
Couplet Explanation:
The world is within the knowledge of him who knows the properties of taste,
sight, touch, hearing and smell
@mer 27:
semalged eapeens prppCloer ghHer
aamabsfleuredr a0 20o.
p.eurgrrsen efler&sLD:
semal, qefl, omm, @& BIHOWL eearm OCerdUU@L  BHSer
UMSSHEMETUD Y ITLHG P audoauamenw Hhlelcd 2 6rarg 2 aLwb.

English Couplet 28:
The might of men whose word is never vain,
The 'secret word' shall to the earth proclaim
Couplet Explanation:
The hidden words of the men whose words are full of effect, will shew their

greatness to the world
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@per 28:

HenpQumd wrpsi Gumeny Hosz

wenplomfl arll. ef@L.
WP.urgrrses eNler&SLb:
vwenr Heophs OGuwmfseiler euwe srarCprflenr GuU@EmewenW, 2 & S
SPlwrwe lam@d eufsEraw wanblwrflaGer &rigel@Lw.

English Couplet 29:

The wrath 'tis hard e'en for an instant to endure,

Of those who virtue's hill have scaled, and stand secure
Couplet Explanation:
The anger of those who have ascended the mountain of goodness, though it
continues but for a moment, cannot be resisted
@mer 29:

Ganbweregd GaGophl Herpry Gleugafl

sarGLud 15350 fig.
P-ursrrFen ellen&sLd:
poe  uarysearmflu  weneularCue  gfl Bl  QuACwry,  @@m
samuCurpCs e Gsmeareuny W@ HHABHG @REHUMTSE &THHD
9flHTE@ L.

English Couplet 30:
Towards all that breathe, with seemly graciousness adorned they live;
And thus to virtue's sons the name of 'Anthanar’ men give
Couplet Explanation:
The virtuous are truly called Anthanar; because in their conduct towards all
creatures they are clothed in kindness.
@mer 30:
Sipsery ererCunry pCeumioh Gpeueyuifs@Ld
Qspsamenty LLewrOLM(pa eometr.
P.urgrrsel eNler&sLbd:
GO 2 Wsefl_gSeid Clgbenwwmen <3| (Th M 6T Cun6lsrer@
RWEusTD, NCaurCr yngeamy earliu@GCoury <y 6uf.
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Siflsnrd . Jper auedlypdsod
Chapter: Assertion of the Strength of Virtue

English Couplet 31:

It yields distinction, yields prosperity; what gain

Greater than virtue can a living man obtain
Couplet Explanation:
Virtue will confer heaven and wealth; what greater source of happiness can man
possess?
@per 31:

ApliLFeyd QFdeapld FEID inSIH-miG

&5 qaCarm 2 uliéE.
p.eurgrrsen eNler&sLd:
S Aplevuwd  JallsE@L: GCsoaugamsuybd allEGL: Y amswmd
2 N76E SsMaW JNSms ol Hearenwwnearg Ceoum wrg?

English Couplet 32:
No greater gain than virtue aught can cause;
No greater loss than life oblivious of her laws
Couplet Explanation:
There can be no greater source of good than (the practice of) virtue; there can be
no greater source of evil than the forgetfulness of it
@per 32:
IINSHQN2BG &SP QoMo I|Fenen
wpFseilcn eamifldome Ca@.
(p.urgrrsel eNlen&SLD:
R@M UHENLW MPMSSE DS 6l HerenbWTMGL Qoeme:
Snsens Gumhprod wpliuamg AL&6smgwg D Qaeane.

English Couplet 33:

To finish virtue's work with ceaseless effort strive,

What way thou may'st, where'er thou see'st the work may thrive
Couplet Explanation:

As much as possible, in every way, incessantly practise virtue

Manidhanaeyam Free IAS Academy

www.mntfreeias.com TNPSC Group - IV & VAO Exam Study Material


http://www.mntfreeias.com/

MANIDHANAEYAM FREE 1AS ACADEMY - TNPSC GROUP - IV & VAO EXAM

UNIT - VIII - HISTORY, CULTURE, HERITAGE & SOCIO -POLITICAL MOVEMENTS IN TAMIL NADU
@per 33:

@OQID aumswrer peilenear @arGs

Qo gibeumil eréemes CFwe.
WP.urgrrses eNler&SLb:
QELIW&ESIg W UMSWT®, T&STramdSTabd 6lLrwed CFwaslL G
Sn&Cswemes Gumpié CQewuiw Geuam®Lb.

English Couplet 34:
Spotless be thou in mind! This only merits virtue's name;
All else, mere pomp of idle sound, no real worth can claim
Couplet Explanation:
Let him who does virtuous deeds be of spotless mind; to that extent is virtue; all
else is vain show
@mer 34:
GG S TG Y FH NS SM6n
26 Hr \p.
P-ursrrFen ellen&sLd:
R@Heue searwarded GOHp QPoorsarans QHEs CeuarhHbd. Hmbd

ScuauerGeu:  arSFTleny  Qoers  WLHMENE Y TAUTTS ST
2 enL_WEna.
English Couplet 35:

"Tis virtue when, his footsteps sliding not through envy, wrath,

Lust, evil speech-these four, man onwards moves in ordered path
Couplet Explanation:
That conduct is virtue which is free from these four things, viz, malice, desire,
anger and bitter speech
@mer 35:

Sssmy Jartagell Qeramsbsrd pren@Ld

Bupssr Querps Sipid.
P.urgrrsel eNler&sLbd:
Qumprend, Y ens, Sarbd, sHEOsTD YHu QB BTaNG GDHDHEISHEHSGLD
QLEOsSTHESTLD Haupansd 455 RUWEGSUCS DHLMGLD.
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English Couplet 36:

Do deeds of virtue now Say not, "To-morrow we'll be wise';

Thus, when thou diest, shalt thou find a help that never dies
Couplet Explanation:
Defer not virtue to another day; receive her now; and at the dying hour she will
be your undying friend
&mer 36:

SjepHleund ereienngl BiNEHEFIS WHDS

QurenprisTe QUTeTHTS &lememr.
(P.urgTrFel eNleT&SLD:
Qenerepyns  oertareuf, Lpsresded  uMfHH  Qsmereremd  eremm
crarammod o GQswiw Ceuawr@w. BFHGa 2L HPuyw sresdo
SPWT FlenemrinGLb.

English Couplet 37:
Needs not in words to dwell on virtue's fruits: compare
The man in litter borne with them that toiling bear
Couplet Explanation:
The fruit of virtue need not be described in books; it may be inferred from
seeing the bearer of a palanquin and the rider therein
@per 37:
SInss5TH B Oauen Cauamnr HAellens
QuryssTCen(p emjHsmen QenL
(p.eurgrrsen eNleT&SLd:
Ubesms sUU@ID I aCoalmhs oafhg CsoaCauraiwrdlw
Sjafsailen, Cw e Lwenr Qo8 erenm FnmpCouewrim.

English Couplet 38:
If no day passing idly, good to do each day you toil,
A stone it will be to block the way of future days of moil
Couplet Explanation:
If one allows no day to pass without some good being done, his conduct will be

a stone to block up the passage to other births
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@per 38:

efppreT LULTenw BrpTHHeN o6l mmaeue

aumpprer aufluenL &G S.
P.urgrrses eNleTESLD:
& (I Gu 6T S|MLd Q&wiw & 6uhlw I5 T FHULTSHeurm) SinSms
Qewieunenmearmed 9FGeau euer 2L Cor® eumrud BHrer eu@HL Kpaed
aflen QMLSGLD SOOMGLD.

English Couplet 39:
What from virtue floweth, yieldeth dear delight;
All else extern, is void of glory's light
Couplet Explanation:
Only that pleasure which flows from domestic virtue is pleasure; all else is not
pleasure, and it is without praise
@mer 39:
Sipssnenr aumauGy Qerubd wHEPOeTLD
Upss Yswb Q.
P-uTSTTFeN ellenSsLd:
SDCBMuilled eumpeuger Lwernrs aBmeuGsy QeruwTGw. NSCEHTEH
QUITBHSTO® GUIIHEUET G Q6L @dargenal: Ls(IPL QOrseamael.

English Couplet 40:
'Virtue' sums the things that should be done;
'Vice' sums the things that man should shun
Couplet Explanation:
That is virtue which each ought to do, and that is vice which each should shun
@mer 40:
Qewpure Czrmwb PCear @mauPNS
2 wpure GCsm@pwbd uLf.
WP.urgrrEesn eNler&sLDd:
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